How to Apply for a Student Visa if You Are in Your Home Country:

STEP 1 – REGISTRATION

· Fill out the application form: https://www.astonusa.com/f1student-form
You must be at least 17 years old.
You will need a scanned copy of the photo page of your passport and your dependents if you have any.
Provide recent financial documentation showing the ability to pay for your school and living expenses (we estimate $2,400 for each month, which is $14,400 for 6 months of study). If you have dependents (F2), you will need to add an additional $400 for each month per dependent.
If a U.S. sponsor will be supporting you, the sponsor needs to fill out and submit Form I-134. Instructions and the application can be found here: https://www.uscis.gov/i-134


STEP 2 – PAYMENT OF REGISTRATION
· The application form will guide you through the process of paying the $150 application fee for the status change request. If the payment option does not appear, it can be accessed through this link: https://www.astonusa.com/product-page/f1-student-registration-fee
· A fee of $25 is applied for each dependent you have and must be paid through this link: https://www.astonusa.com/product-page/i-20-transfer-registration-fee


STEP 3 – PAYMENT OF YOUR TUITION

Option 1:
· Pay a deposit of $1,600 + 1 session of your program + books. (Refundable if the visa is denied).

Option 2:
Pay in full for your program with a discount (Refundable if the visa is denied). If you pay in full, the $1,600 deposit will not be required.


For daytime programs:
· 15% discount for 1 Academic Term with a single payment. (22 weeks)
· 25% discount for 1 year (2 Academic Terms) with a single payment. (44 weeks)

For evening programs where the year is divided into 3 Academic Terms, the single payment discounts are:
· 10% discount for payment of 1 Academic Term with a single payment. (14 weeks)
· 15% discount for payment of 2 Academic Terms with a single payment. (28 weeks)
· 20% discount for payment of 3 Academic Terms with a single payment. (42 weeks)

Check our calendar here to understand the session periods and academic terms: https://www.astonusa.com/schedule

After completing your first Academic Term at Aston, you will be eligible for monthly payments when renewing your program.

After receiving your tuition payment, the school will issue your acceptance letter and I-20 so you can request your interview at the American consulate in your country.


STEP 4 – APPLY FOR THE VISA

This is the last step of your application after you have received your Acceptance Letter and your I-20 from Aston International Academy. Remember that the school is not involved in this part of the process. You may seek a professional to assist with your application.
Applying for an F-1 visa to study in the United States directly from your home country involves several steps. Here is a step-by-step guide to help you understand the process:

1. Choose an SEVP-Accredited School
· Use the Acceptance Letter and the I-20 issued by Aston.

2. Pay the SEVIS Fee
· Before applying for the F-1 visa, you will need to pay the SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information System) fee, which is currently $350 USD.
· Payment must be made through the SEVP website www.fmjfee.com.
· Keep the payment receipt, as it will be needed for the visa interview.

3. Complete the DS-160 Form
· The DS-160 form is the non-immigrant visa application form that must be completed online. You can access it on the official U.S. Department of State website.
· Make sure to fill in all the information correctly and save the confirmation number of the form.
· To fill out the DS-160, have the following on hand:
· Your passport
· The I-20 issued by the U.S. school
· A recent photo (according to the specifications on the visa application website)
· Proof of SEVIS fee payment

4. Schedule the Visa Interview
· Go to the website of the U.S. embassy or consulate in your country to schedule your visa interview.
· During scheduling, you will need to pay the visa application fee (currently about $185 USD).
· Choose the date and time that works best for you.

5. Required Documentation for the Interview
· At the interview, bring the following documents:
· Valid passport (valid for at least 6 months beyond your intended stay in the U.S.)
· Receipt of SEVIS fee payment
· Proof of DS-160 form submission (confirmation number)
· Acceptance letter and I-20 form issued by the school
· Proof of visa application fee payment
· One 5x5 cm photo (following U.S. visa photo standards)
· Financial documents proving you can cover your studies and expenses in the U.S. (bank statements, sponsorship letters, etc.)
· A statement of intent explaining your study plans and your return to your home country after completing the course.

6. Attend the Interview
· During the interview, the consular officer will ask questions about your course, your plans, and how you will finance your stay. Be prepared to explain why you chose to study in the U.S., how you will pay for your studies, and ensure that you will return to your country after completing the course.

7. Approval and Visa Delivery
· If the visa is approved, you will be informed about how and when you can collect your passport with the F-1 visa.
· The F-1 visa allows you to enter the United States up to 30 days before the start date indicated on your I-20 form.

Final Considerations:

· Intent to Return to Home Country: An F-1 visa is a non-immigrant visa, meaning you must demonstrate your intention to return to your home country after completing your studies.
· Financial Proof: It is important to have adequate financial resources to cover your expenses during your study period, and you should be prepared to present this evidence during the interview.
· Start of Studies: Upon receiving the visa, you may only enter the U.S. up to 30 days before the course start date and must enroll full-time in the school.
· 
This is the basic process for applying for the F-1 visa from your home country. Be sure to check the specific requirements on the U.S. embassy or consulate website for your country, as some variations may exist.

