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Aston International Academy is a
member school of the Aston
Educational Group.

Welcome Letter

Dear Incoming Astonite,

Thank you for choosing Aston International Academy as your home for English studies
in Austin, Texas. We work very hard to provide quality ESL instruction in a comfortable
environment. This handbook has necessary and helpful information to ensure you have a
productive and enjoyable experience. Please read it carefully. Be sure and speak to us if
you have any questions!

Happy studies!

Aston International Academy
info@astonusa.com



AIA Contact Information and Hours of Operation

Office Hours

Monday- Thursday 8:00 am- 4:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am- 1:30 pm
Saturday Closed
Sunday Closed

Aston International Academy may need to close because of bad weather on occasion. An
announcement will be posted on AIA’s Facebook page. Please be sure to like and follow
us on Facebook.

Holiday closures may be found on the academic calendar, and on signs hanging in each
classroom.

Contact Information

Aston International Academy
2125 East Cesar Chavez Street
Austin, Texas 78702
(512) 476-1933 (office)
info@astonusa.com

Background Information

Elaine Adams founded Austin English Academy in September 1992, in response to a
long-felt need to provide quality ESL instruction that attended not only to the student as a
learner, but also as a growing individual. Until her retirement from AEA in the spring of
2005, Elaine nurtured the essential quality of the Academy: a supportive and caring place
that students can call a “home away from home”, while at the same time developing
themselves as English-speaking citizens of the world.

In 2009, AEA changed its name to Aston International Academy, also known as AIA, in
order to expand into other language markets. We have an excellent track record of
helping our students achieve their goals, whether it be getting into an American college
or university or landing their dream job back in their home country. Over the last 12 years
we have managed to maintain a personal environment ideal for learning and living.
In May of 2018, AIA relocated after 15 years on West Campus to an active area in East
Austin that offers affordable accommodations, proximity to many great restaurants and
shopping, and access to local parks and town lake.
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With no more than 10 students in a class, our school is often described as “family-like”
and students are able to learn English in a very comfortable and intimate setting.

AIA is part of the Aston Educational Group which oversees the Aston family of schools
in California, Canada, and throughout China and Vietnam, ensuring quality and
innovative education and training.

Mission Statement
Aston International Academy is committed to providing intensive academic and
non-academic English language education to speakers of other languages from
professional, experienced instructors. Serving both international students and Austin
residents, we aim to foster a community of learners with a focus on fluency and
confidence in a comfortable, inclusive, family-like atmosphere.

What We Will Do For You
We want you to be successful in our classes! In order to provide the best possible
environment for you to be successful, we provide the following:

● Classes that start and end on time
● Prompt responses to your concerns and questions
● Class work and assessments corrected and returned quickly
● Available personnel to help you with housing, immigration, insurance,

university or personal matters
● A comfortable learning environment where all students are treated equally
● Instruction that addresses different learning styles
● Qualified instructors who are native or native-like speakers

Our Staff

Charles Lundgren School Director

Roger Graham Academic Coordinator

Joy Torres Office Manager

Your teachers’ names are posted on the website.
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Tuition, Fees and Payment Policy

Fees
If you are a new student, you must pay a registration fee when you submit the application
and before you start the program. If you are a returning student, you do not have to pay
this fee.

You will pay an electronic service fee for each semester. This fee includes the cost of the
assigned class books, materials, online subscriptions and resources, and school supplies.

The fee for electronic services is included in your invoice.

If you register for one month of study or less, you may rent the class books and materials.
The rental price for each book is $5/week/class. If a book is not returned in new
condition (without writing or damage to the pages or cover), the student will be charged a
$35 fee to replace the book.

Tuition
The Director or Office Manager will provide you with an invoice when your enrollment
is confirmed.

Payment Options

Tuition and Fees Payments

You need to pay a registration fee with your application. You need to pay your tuition fee
on the first day of your classes. If you want to attend class, you must pay your tuition
first. You can do a payment plan for $25/month more.

Tuition and materials fees are non-refundable after your program begins.

Once you have received your visa, you must pay $500 towards your tuition and this is
non-refundable.  Failure to pay this fee may result in no space in your class, which would
mean your I-20 could be canceled.

You have 3 options for paying your tuition:

1) Pay for Early Enrollment

If you pay your full tuition by the early enrollment deadline published before each
semester, you can receive a 10% discount on tuition.

(*See Refund and Cancellation Policy, p. 12)

2) Pay by your first day
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If you pay your full tuition after the early enrollment deadline but upon arrival.

All other students must pay the tuition amount listed on their invoice.

3) Payment Plan

AIA is happy to offer a payment plan if you request it.

*If you choose a payment plan, you must agree to the following payment plan
requirements:

a. You need to pay the additional Payment Plan Fee of $25 per month. This fee will
be automatically added to your tuition invoice.

b. You need to pay 20% of total tuition costs before you are permitted to attend
classes. Your first payment of your payment plan is due on the first day of class. If
you request a payment plan less than two weeks before your program begins, your
first payment and 20% payment plan deposit are due on the first day of class.

c. You have to write to AIA 2 weeks or more before your program start date if you
want a 50% refund on your payment plan deposit.

d. Your tuition and fees are non-refundable once your program begins.

AIA will email you an invoice with your payment plan schedule and required payment
amounts. We do our best to help you remember your payment schedule, but it is your
responsibility to pay on time so you do not receive late fees.
(Please see the Refund and Cancellation Policy).

*Note: AIA cannot make payment plans for less than one month.

Late Payment Fees
You must pay $25 if your payment is one week late. After one week you must pay $5
more for every day that the payment is late. Aston International Academy can remove
you from classes or terminate your I-20 (if you have a student visa) if you do not pay
your tuition.

Payment Method
AIA currently accepts cash, personal checks, traveler’s checks, money orders and credit
cards as methods of payment.
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Cancellation and Refund Policy and Procedure

You must pay a registration fee with your application. This fee is non-refundable.

Tuition fees are sometimes fully refundable and sometimes partially refundable. It
depends on the situation:

If you pay for Early Enrollment:

A.  Tuition and materials fees are non-refundable after you start classes.

B.  You may have a 75% refund on tuition and materials if you cancel in writing 30 days
or more before the start of your program. This refund does not include the registration
fee.

C. You may have a 50% refund on tuition if you cancel in writing three weeks before the
start of your program.

D.  If you cancel less than three weeks before the start date, you cannot have a refund.

If you pay by your first day and pay on a payment plan:

A.  Tuition and materials fees are non-refundable after you start classes.

B.  You may have a 50% refund on tuition and materials if you cancel in writing two
weeks or more before the start of your program.

C.  If you cancel less than two weeks before the start date, you cannot have a refund.

If AIA has to cancel a program or transfer you to another school because a program is
cancelled, AIA will refund 100% of unused tuition and materials fees.

You may not get a refund if AIA terminates your I-20 because you violated AIA’s
policies or U.S. laws.

If you paid your tuition to an agent, you need to follow the agent’s rules for refunds.

F-1 Student Information
As an international student, you are required to follow all regulations that relate to your
F-1 status. The following information is meant to help you maintain your status but
cannot be considered legal advice. If you have a question about your status, or how to
maintain your status, please see the Director (DSO) or Academic Supervisor.
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Documents

Confidentiality
Your application and copies of documents are kept in a locked filing cabinet in the
Directors’ office. Only school administrators and you may have access to your file.
Administrators will not share information contained in the file with third parties unless
requested by law. Please ask the school administrators if you would like access to your
file.

Visa
Your visa is a colored stamp in your passport on the visa page. It allows you to enter the
country, but does not determine how long you can stay. If your visa expires while you are
studying, you may remain in the country legally as long as your I-20 is current. If you
travel outside of the country with an expired visa, you will need to obtain a new one at a
U.S. consulate or embassy before you can enter the U.S. again.

Passport
Your passport must remain current at all times. You can only renew your passport by
contacting your country’s embassy or consulate. Your visa is not valid unless your
passport is current.

Keep your passport in a safe place. Do not carry it with you all the time, unless you are
traveling close to the U.S. borders or out of the country. It is a good idea to keep copies of
your passport and visa in another place in case you need to replace it. You may want to
carry copies in your wallet or purse. AIA will keep a copy of your passport and visa
documentation in your file.

I-20
Your I-20 is a legal document that ensures you are financially able, and approved for
study at the school that issued it. You should keep your I-20, and all previous I-20s in a
safe place. The Director or Academic Supervisor should sign the back page of your I-20
before you travel outside of the country. Please note the program end date on your
I-20 and speak to the Director if you need an extension. It is your responsibility to
keep track of your expiration date and extension needs.

I-94 Record
Your I-94 record may be located online using your full name, date of birth, and passport
number. This is your travel record of entry into and departure from the United
States.

Legal Responsibilities
It is your responsibility as an F-1 student to maintain your status. You should read the
instructions page on your I-20 to help you do so. More information on how to maintain
your status can be found at the USCIS (U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services)
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website. At a minimum, you must follow these guidelines listed below to help you
maintain your status:

● Attend 18 hours of class per week
● Attend at least 80% of classes each for each term you are enrolled. (Please refer to

the attendance policy on page 13 of this handbook.)
● Do not work illegally. Aston International Academy does not authorize

employment either on or off campus.
● Report changes of address to the Director within 10 days.
● Speak to the Director if you need a program extension one month BEFORE the

program end date on your I-20.
● Attend 2 consecutive semesters of class before taking a vacation. (See the

vacation policy on page 11 of this handbook.)
● Make sure your immigration documents are safe and secure. Keep all of your

I-20s and immigration documents together in one place.
● Keep your passport valid.
● You may remain in the country up to 60 days after you complete your studies.

Program Extensions
If you wish to continue your studies beyond the program end date on your I-20, please
notify the school one month before the program end date listed on your I-20. You will
need to provide a current financial document that shows a balance of $2400 for each
additional month you plan to study ($1200 for tuition, $1200 for living expenses). If you
have dependents on your I-20, your financial documents must account for an additional
$400 per month per dependent. AIA tries to notify you in advance of your I-20 expiration
date but it is your responsibility to request an extension.

Transfers
In order to be eligible for transfer to another school, you must have met all financial
obligations to Aston International Academy and maintained your F-1 status. Please
provide the Director with a transfer form and acceptance letter from the school you wish
to transfer to.

Traveling
It is a good idea to have your immigration documents with you when traveling both
inside and outside of the United States. If you plan to travel outside of the U.S., notify the
Director and/or Academic Supervisor so either of them can endorse the last page of your
I-20. This endorsement informs immigration officials that we are aware of your travels
and that you are expected to return to classes. You will not be able to reenter the
country without the Director’s or Academic Supervisor’s signature.

Working
Aston International Academy does not authorize unlawful employment. Unauthorized
employment as an F-1 or F-2 student is illegal and may result in a loss of status.
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Attendance Policy
1.  You must attend 80% of your classes.
2.  AIA records student attendance by the hour.
3.  If you arrive to class 1-15 minutes late, you are marked LATE, and AIA subtracts 15
minutes from your total attendance.
4. If you are 16 or more minutes late, you are marked ABSENT and AIA subtracts the
hours for that class from your total attendance.
5. If you leave class 15 minutes early, you are marked EARLY DEPARTURE, and AIA
subtracts 15 minutes from your total attendance. If you leave class more than 15 minutes
early, you are marked ABSENT, and AIA subtract the hours from that class from your
total attendance.
6.  You must attend the whole class.  If you leave class for more than 15 minutes during
the class, you will be marked absent, and the hours for that class are subtracted from your
total attendance.
7. AIA does not have excused absences. If you miss classes because of medical
appointments, sick children and children on vacation, those hours are subtracted from
your total attendance.
8. Please tell AIA directors immediately of family or medical emergencies.
9. At the end of each month, if you are an F-1 student, the Academic Supervisor will give
you a summary of how many hours you have missed and how many you have remaining.
10.  The Director or Academic Supervisor may give you written attendance warnings
during the semester if they notice any issues with your attendance. You will receive a
final warning when you are near missing 20% of your classes.
11. When you are absent for more than 20% of your classes:

A.     If you have an F1 visa, you will be terminated without a refund.
B.     If you are a non-F1 student, you will be removed from your classes without
a refund.

If you are absent in this class one day, this # of hours will be deducted.
Grammar & Conversation 3 hours
Listening & Discussion 1.5 hours
Writing & Reading 2.5 hours
Elective Classes 2-4 hours (varies by semester)

Late Policy
It is very important to arrive on time to class so that you do not miss necessary
information or disrupt the class by entering late. If you do arrive late, please enter quietly
and take your seat. The teacher may not be able to catch you up on what you have missed
right away. Please note that being late 16 minutes or more to any classes will count as an
absence in that class.

Early Departure Policy
It is also important to stay for the entire class. Leaving early is equally disruptive to the
class and is not permitted.  If you must leave early, please let the teacher know at the
beginning of class. If you leave class 15 minutes early, 15 minutes will be deducted from
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your attendance record. If you leave more than 15 minutes early, you may be marked
absent for that class.

Medical Leave
If you become ill or injured and are unable to come to classes for an extended amount of
time, it is possible to take a leave of absence from school. You should first submit a
written request for a leave of absence to the Director. You should then provide a signed
letter on letterhead from your doctor to the Director. The maximum amount of time
allowed for medical leave is 12 weeks.

Pregnancy
If you are an F-1 student who becomes pregnant while studying, you are NOT allowed to
take a medical leave of absence.  The only exception to this is a signed letter from a
doctor stating that you are unable to study; for example, due to required bed rest before
birth.

Copyright Policy
AIA respects the intellectual property rights of the authors of the material used in class.
The details of AIA’s copyright policy are posted clearly in the copy/print room.  Please
take a moment to go over the policy. Students must ask for a teacher’s permission before
using the copier.

Student Files
Student files are confidential. No one besides the school administrators or accreditors and
government officials may have access to your file without your consent. Students have
the right to view their files at any time.  Please see a school administrator to request to
see your files.

Vacation Policy for F1 Visa Students
1.  As an F1 student, you may take a vacation IF:
A. You study two full semesters at AIA, which is 30 weeks of study
or
B. You study two full semesters, and at least one full semester at AIA, for a total of 30
weeks of study.
2. Your F1 vacation is one semester. The vacation includes the weeks between semesters.
3.  You may continue taking classes part-time during your vacation if you want to.
4.   You may only take an approved vacation if you plan to return to AIA after the
vacation.
5.  The vacation cannot be added to the 60-day grace period that students can have at the
completion of the program date on their I-20.
6.  You must sign a form for your AIA student file that has the dates of your vacation and
the reason for the vacation.
7.  Before AIA approves your vacation, you must pay a $200 deposit for your studies
after your vacation. This $200 is NOT refundable. When you return from your vacation
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the $200 will be used for part of your tuition fee. If you do not return after your vacation,
you will lose your $200 deposit.

Class Information
Students may join classes at almost any point in the semester. Students that join ongoing
classes after the initial semester start date agree to do so with the understanding that they
have missed content covered since the beginning of the term.
New students are not permitted to join classes during the weeks around mid-term exams
or during the last month of the semester near final exams. Students will be tested for the
coursework covered over the entire semester regardless of when they begin classes.
Students are encouraged to speak to their teachers and/or the Academic Supervisor if they
need assistance in any class.

Program Structure
AIA’s Intensive English Program addresses the needs of both Academic and
Non-Academic students. There are three core classes: Grammar & Conversation,
Listening & Discussion, and Writing & Reading. High Intermediate and Advanced
students have the option to take the TOEFL Preparation class in place of Listening &
Discussion and Writing & Reading. There are five levels: (1) Beginning, (2) Low
Intermediate, (3) Intermediate, (4) High Intermediate and (5) Advanced. Students
progress from one level to the next based on grades. Generally, students need one
semester in a level before they are able to progress.
Not all levels may be offered every semester. Level offerings are available based on the
student population. If any class or level falls to 1 or 0 students, that class or level may be
cancelled and/or combined at the Academic Supervisor’s discretion.

Classes Offered
*Core Classes
Grammar & Conversation
Listening & Discussion
Writing & Reading

*Required for all F1 Visa students

Elective Classes - vary each term
Pronunciation
English Language & Culture
Idioms
English for Professionals
Research Paper Writing
Film Studies
Pre-Toefl
IELTS Preparation
Literature
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Vocabulary and Conversation
Journalism
Austin Explorer
Idioms and Pronunciation
Creative Writing

Classes are offered Monday through Thursday. There are no classes on Fridays.
Class times may vary and depend on student level and are always subject to change.

Core Class Descriptions

TOEFL iBT

Are you planning to enter an American college or university? Do you need to pass the
TOEFL iBT?  We know that passing this test is not easy to do by yourself, so we’re here
to help!  Our teachers will guide you step-by-step through all of the necessary skills and
strategies – with lots of practice inside of class and out - and give you the ability and
confidence to get the score you need.  We want to see you reach your educational goals!
This class is offered in place of Listening and Discussion, and Writing and Reading. Only
students who score a 60 or higher on the placement test, or who have progressed to the
Advanced level are eligible to take this class.

Grammar & Conversation

Learn to write - and speak - with correct English grammar! If grammar is challenging for
you, or you feel like you don’t have enough opportunities to speak English, then this
class is for you.  We’ve put together these two skills so that you can learn grammar, and
then immediately use it to talk about all kinds of different topics. We know that sentence
structure and verb tenses can seem boring sometimes, but in this class, because you can
put your grammar to use in a dynamic way, it’s actually fun! Even better - because you
will be practicing in small groups and pairs, you’ll be sharing your opinions and personal
stories, so you will get to know your classmates and make friends!

Listening & Discussion

We know that listening is often one of the hardest things to do in a new language.  What
people say can be very different than what you see in your grammar and reading books!
The key to improving your listening is practice, and in this class, you’ll get a lot of
practice listening to many things, such as TV shows, radio interviews, parts of movies,
music and lectures.  You’ll also have time to talk about what you heard and learn new
vocabulary while you’re learning about American culture.
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Writing & Reading

This class combines two complementary skills and helps you to improve both of them!
First, writing: It’s a big task, but we divide it into clear, understandable steps. You’ll start
with the basics, like punctuation and capitalization, and then move to more challenging
things such as transitions, voice, sentence structure and organization.  And what about
reading?  You’ll be reading a variety of texts about different topics and learning to
recognize some of the same elements you’re working on in your own writing.  You’ll also
learn how to find and understand main ideas, details, and the author’s goal and point of
view, and learn new vocabulary from context. Whether you want to improve your writing
and reading for personal, work or academic reasons, this class is for you.

Elective Class Descriptions

To supplement the core classes, or to satisfy part-time general English learners, we offer
elective class options. The subjects of these electives vary per semester and are dependent
on student need and/or interest.  These classes give you the opportunity to integrate
various language skills, or offer a focused study of one language skill (i.e. pronunciation)
throughout a semester.  Classes are two hours or four hours per week and are currently
offered in the afternoon.
*F1 students are required to take at least 4 hours of electives to complete the required 18
hours of study per week.
*SACM scholars will be required to take 6 hours of electives to complete the required 20
hours of study per week.

Austin Explorer

Are you new to Austin? Or maybe you have been in Austin for a while, but you haven’t
seen much of the city? This class gives you an opportunity to learn more about Austin.
Class hours are devoted to reading, listening, writing and talking about history and
culture - of Austin, Texas and the US - and several hours each month are spent outside
Austin. Some things you might explore: museums, the University of Texas campus,
Austin landmarks and cultural spots.

Creative Writing

If you like to write, but want to do more than the usual 5-paragraph academic essay, this
is the class for you!  You will learn about and then write: short stories, shorts scenes for a
movie or TV show, monologues, poetry, comic strips, journals, biographies, and a variety
of different kinds of fun essays. As a final class project, you will work to create an AIA
magazine to share with the school.
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Pronunciation
English pronunciation can be difficult, but we will help you to improve yours in a fun,
productive environment.  You will learn about how speech sounds are made and then
practice those sounds, but you’ll also learn about and practice intonation, word and
sentence stress, and linking words together - one of the things that makes listening hard!
Finally, you’ll get an understanding of the phonetic alphabet and how to use it on your
own.  This class will help you in all your other classes, and any time you use spoken
English.

Film Studies

Everybody loves watching movies!  In this class, you will watch movies of course, and
really work on your listening skills. In addition, you will practice your speaking and
writing skills because you will discuss, write about and analyze films. There will be
articles to read about the topics and themes of the films, so you can better understand
them.  Finally, you’ll also learn a little bit about the film-making process.

Journalism

Being a journalist is an exciting job - and we think learning about it is exciting too! Some
people think that being a journalist only involves writing, but in fact, before any writing
can take place, a journalist has to read and listen to information, and talk to people to get
their stories - and that is exactly what you will learn to do in this class!  You will not only
learn about journalism, but you will practice being a journalist. There will be a final class
project that will involve one or several aspects of being a journalist.

Idioms

Did you know there are approximately 25,000 idiomatic expressions in the English
language?  If you want to read and listen to native speakers of English, and use English
comfortably when speaking and writing informally, you will need to understand some
idiom expressions.  Taking an Idioms class will increase your confidence and add to the
things that you are learning in other classes, and you’ll do lots of fun exercises to help
you learn!

Introduction to Writing and Research

If you plan to study in an American college or university, research-paper writing is one of
the skills that you will definitely need.  This class will focus on the entire research
process: developing ideas, collecting, reading and analyzing academic articles, creating
an outline, drafting and writing a final paper, and citing sources.  You will also get help
using appropriate grammar structures, vocabulary, and transition words and phrases.
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Language and Culture

Have you studied English for a while, but feel like you still have so much to learn about
American culture and life?  Then you will love this class!  It’s fun, it’s dynamic, and it’s
full of all sorts of interesting topics and activities. You’ll read and react to a variety of
different kinds of texts, you’ll listen to and analyze things such as films, documentaries,
TED Talks, TV programs and music, and you’ll explore Austin’s culture in several
off-campus excursions.  Along the way, you’ll learn lots of new vocabulary, compare
different dialects of English pronunciation, and work on class projects that end with
culture-focused presentations.

Vocabulary and Conversation

You can’t learn English without learning vocabulary! If you are a lower-level English
learner, this class is for you.  You will learn about 300-350 new vocabulary words from a
variety of areas of life, and use them to talk about topics such as food and restaurants,
shopping, professional services, sightseeing, entertainment, and activities.  With the
vocabulary you learn and practice in this class, you will feel more prepared for your other
classes, and be able to talk more confidently with native speakers.

IELTS

Are you planning to enter an American college or university? Do you need to pass the
IELTS?  We know that passing this test is not easy to do by yourself, so we’re here to
help!  Our teachers will guide you step-by-step through all of the necessary skills and
strategies – with lots of practice inside of class and out - and give you the ability and
confidence to get the score you need.  We want to see you reach your educational goals!

English for Professionals

Are you a business professional, or hope to be one in the future?  This class will help you
learn how to communicate orally and in writing, in a professional way.  You will learn
how to write business emails, how to make PowerPoint and other presentations, how to
use Excel spreadsheets, and how to create a resume and cover letter, and how to arrange a
virtual meeting.  You will discuss business concepts such as marketing and management,
and you will also work on building your professional network.

Pre-TOEFL

Are you planning to take the TOEFL test, but don’t have enough English ability to take
AIA’s TOEFL iBT class?  This class will introduce you to the structure and timing of the
test, and show you what is required in all four skill areas that are tested.  You will do
in-class and out-of-class practice with many TOEFL-style questions in addition to other
kinds of exercises that will help you increase your reading, listening, writing and
speaking skills, and help you reach your goal of passing the TOEFL.
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Literature

If you like to read, but want to read more than what you can find in a typical textbook,
then you would enjoy this class. You will read a variety of different types of short stories,
from many different authors, organized around different themes. Some semesters there is
a short novel as well. In addition to reading the stories, you will also watch and listen to
videos about the authors and story themes. At the end of the semester, there is a class trip
to a famous author's home that's now a museum.

Semester Holidays and Closures

Spring
Holidays Observed: Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Spring Break
Summer
Holidays Observed: Memorial Day, Independence Day
Fall
Holidays Observed: Labor Day, Thanksgiving

**Specific dates for holidays are published on the academic calendars on the website, and
on signs hanging in every classroom.

*AIA reserves the right to close for bad weather. In the case that we do close, an
announcement will be posted on AIA’s Facebook page.

Class Levels and Placement
AIA has five levels of classes: (1) Beginner, (2) Low Intermediate, (3) Intermediate, (4)
High Intermediate and (5) Advanced. We require a minimum of 2 students to open a class
so we may not be able to offer all five levels every semester. New students are placed in
classes according to the score on the placement test. If you study longer than 4 weeks,
you will take a written test in person.  If you study fewer than 4 weeks, we will assess
your level in an online interview.  If you think your score does not correctly show your
level, you may request to take a different version of the test. The higher score will
determine your class placement. You may not take the test more than twice to determine
class placement. If you score between 75-80, you will be advised that only one semester
of study may be appropriate. If one or more of your classes is extremely challenging or
easy for you, with the approval of the Academic Supervisor, you may be placed in either
a higher or lower level only for that class.

(1) Beginning 0-20
(2) Low Intermediate 21-32
(3) Intermediate 33-48
(4) High Intermediate 49-64
(5) Advanced 65-80
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Student Progress Policy

Satisfactory Progress:

Students in the Intensive English Program attend class 18 hours per week. Each level
usually requires 1 semester to complete, or 15 weeks, so, one level is 270 hours. The
program length of part-time students depends on their program start dates and end dates.

1. You must take either the Michigan placement test or the online oral interview
assessment at the start of the program.  There are five levels:  Beginner, Low
Intermediate, Intermediate, High Intermediate and Advanced.

2.  You must pass all of your classes to advance to the next level.  A passing grade in the
main classes is 75%. A passing grade in the elective classes is 70%.  Grades come from a
midterm, final, and other graded assignments or quizzes. The Academic Supervisor will
schedule a time to speak with you if your midterm exam grades are low.

3.  You can view your grade at any time in the online grade/attendance application,
ThinkWave.

4.  If you do not pass one class, you must repeat all the classes at the level.  Books often
change from semester to semester, and you may need to buy a new book.

5.  Repetition of levels:

Students Required to Repeat a Level:
a) If you do not pass all of your classes with a 75% or higher in the main classes,
and 70% or higher in the electives, you will need to repeat the same level.

Student Requests to Repeat a Level:
b)  If you pass your classes with 75% or higher in the main classes and a 70% or
higher in the electives, you may request to repeat a level, if your teacher allows it.
c)  You can only request to repeat a level two times. Not all requests are allowed.

6.  Failure to progress:
a)  If you are a non-F1 student, you must leave the school after you repeat a level
two times and do not progress.
b)  If you are an F1 student, you will be terminated or must find another school
after you repeat a level two times and do not progress.

7.  If you do not study a full semester (vacation, part-time, and F1 students who start
late):

a)  You can progress to the next level if you take the final exams and receive a
final semester grade of at least 75%  in all of your classes (70% in elective
classes).
b)  If you study 6 weeks or less and do not pass your classes, you can study the
same level again and that does not count as a repeat of the level.
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8.  You may study a maximum of 36 months at AIA.  AIA will tell you before the end of
the 36-month period.  At the end of 36 weeks, you must complete your studies, or
transfer to another school.

9.  You must take the Michigan placement test again when you return from an approved
vacation.

10.  If you do not agree with a placement test decision, you can write a letter to the
Director at least one week before the start of classes. The letter should include name and
current level and explain the complaint.  AIA will review grades and get input from the
teachers.  Within two days, the Director will make a final decision.

Special Circumstances:

1.  If you cannot take the final exams for reasons that you can’t control (for example
family or personal health reasons or work commitments), all of your teachers complete a
Student Progress Evaluation form.  The teachers decide if you would have passed the
final exam based on your work during the semester. If all of the teachers agree that you
would probably have passed the exams, you may progress to the next level.

2.  If you intentionally fail the final exams, you will not automatically be allowed to
remain at the current level. All of your teachers will complete a Student Progress
Evaluation form. If all the teachers agree that you would likely have passed the exams,
you must pass to the next level.

Achievement Scale

GRAMMAR CONVERSATION

A1
BEG

You can use basic adjectives
and adverbs, comparatives
and superlatives, imperatives,
modals of ability, modals of
ability and want, time and
place prepositions, familiar
count and uncountable nouns,
personal and possessive
pronouns, and simple present,
present progressive, and
simple past

You can introduce yourself,
ask and answer questions
about your immediate needs
and personal/factual
information, follow slow,
simple directions, describe
yourself and your immediate
surroundings, and make very
simple requests

A2
LOW

You can use basic adverbial
phrases, comparatives and
superlatives with definite
articles, some modals of
ability, necessity and advice,
zero and 1st conditionals,

You can ask and answer
questions about personal
needs, abilities and familiar
topics, talk about present,
past and future activities, ask
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INT prepositions of time, place
and movement, count and
uncountable nouns with
articles and quantifiers, and
simple future, simplest past,
present progressive as future,
and past progressive

for and follow clear directions,
express simple feelings and
opinions, and start a simple
conversation

B1
INT

You can use adverb
connectors and intensifiers,
comparatives and superlatives
with articles, modals of
request, advice, necessity and
past regret, 1st and 2nd

conditionals, simple gerunds
and infinitives, definite and
indefinite articles, present
perfect, simple past, and
simple future and passives
using future
present/progressive,
past/progressive, and present
perfect

You can ask and answer
questions about interests,
hopes, opinions and
experiences, add to group
conversations, give short
presentations, ask for and
follow instructions and
directions, converse about
personal and everyday topics,
compare and contrast choices
and make complaints and
offers solutions to problems

GRAMMAR CONVERSATION

B2
HIGH
INT

You can use relative clauses,
adverb clauses, present
perfect, present perfect
progressive, past perfect, past
perfect progressive, passives,
including questions, present
modals, past modals, 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd conditionals, future
progressive, gerunds and
infinitives, comparatives and
superlatives, articles, adverb
phrases, intensifiers, and all
clause connectors

You can tell a story with
details and examples, discuss
academic and personal topics,
speak spontaneously with
native speakers, use language
for social and professional
purposes, start and continue
conversations, evaluate
proposals, negotiate solutions,
make supported arguments,
and express a wide range of
emotions in detail

C1
ADV

You can use future perfect
and future perfect
progressive, a variety of
phrasal verbs, preposition and
adjective combinations, and
preposition and verb
combinations, gerunds and
infinitives, noun clauses and
reported speech, reduced
relative and adverb clauses,
mixed conditionals, wishes,
present and past modals, all

You can understand and
provide detailed instructions
for complex procedures,
express yourself fluently
about social, academic,
professional and personal
topics, convey subtle
meanings precisely, modify
and restructure speech
without preparation,
paraphrase and summarize
complex information, and
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passive forms, and articles
and uncountable nouns

explain and debate complex
subjects using sub-points and
supports

LISTENING WRITING READING

A1
BEG

You can understand basic
greetings and questions about
your personal life and your
surroundings, follow simple
instructions and commands,
understand the topic of very
short conversations about
familiar topics, and take short
dictations

You can produce sentences
and very short paragraphs to
describe things in your life,
use correct basic punctuation,
spelling, and capitalization,
write short letters or
messages, and use simple
transition words to connect
your ideas

You can understand short
announcements, the main idea
and order of events of simple
paragraphs on familiar topics,
and recognize basic parts of
speech and very common
vocabulary

A2
LOW
INT

You can understand the main
ideas of short conversations,
announcements and news
broadcasts, follow simple
directions, understand simple
phrasal verbs, questions and
suggestions, and take short
dictations and messages

You can use planning to
organize your ideas and
produce short paragraphs that
explain everyday activities and
personal experiences or a
response to a text, write clear
topic sentences,  use correct
punctuation, spelling and
capitalization, and use
transition words to connect
your ideas

You can understand simple
paragraphs on familiar topics,
distinguish main and smaller
ideas, explain the order of
events, recognize parts of
speech and everyday vocabulary,
express simple opinions about
different types of readings, and
locate information in a reading

B1
INT

You can understand facts
about familiar topics, predict
the meaning of new
vocabulary using context
clues, use strategies for
clarifying and paraphrasing,
follow clear, everyday speech,
identify details of messages
and conversations, and
understand clearly articulated
language in radio, television
and film

You can complete an outline
for a simple essay, develop a
clear thesis statement, write a
simple essay about a topic of
interest, summarize and
respond to texts and media,
write instructional steps for a
simple task, provide a written
solution to a given problem,
and write a dictation with
some repetition

You can understand readings
about a wide variety of topics,
understand main ideas from
thesis statements, express
opinions about readings,
compare and contrast readings
with personal experiences,
predict the meaning of
vocabulary from context, locate
specific information in a text,
quickly determine the general
idea of a reading, and use
vocabulary encountered in class

LISTENING WRITING READING

You can understand main
ideas and supporting ideas in
naturally delivered speech,

You can use pre-writing to
evaluate and organize ideas,
write an essay providing

You can understand main ideas
and details of long, unfamiliar
readings, take notes on readings,
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B2
HIGH
INT

make inferences based on
context and tone, understand
speaker purpose, follow the
main points of conversations
between native speakers,
understand recorded speech
in standard dialect in news
and entertainment, and
follow complex, extended
arguments

information and support of an
argument or point of view,
produce writing that
highlights the personal
significance of experiences,
adhere to a thesis statement,
write a variety of academic
essays, synthesize and analyze
information, and understand
tone and point of view

understand articles and the
attitudes and viewpoints of the
author, respond critically to
readings, understand literary
devices, use word parts to
understand meaning, infer
information, and locate specific
information in a text within a
given time

C1
ADV

You can understand main
points and details in
non-scripted English, follow
extended, abstract speech on
unfamiliar topics, take
detailed notes, understand a
variety of vocabulary and
accents, understand unclear
speech through context, and
understand television, film
and lectures with ease

You can write a detailed
summary and analysis of
professional, literary and
academic texts, use
grammatically accurate,
complex language, coherently
connect ideas in writing, write
a clear, detailed academic
essay on a given topic within a
given time, select style
appropriate to the reader in
mind, and write a personal
essay, conveying subtle
meaning and a strong writer’s
voice

You can express and defend
detailed critical responses to
readings, identify advanced
literary devices, recognize subtle
distinctions in meaning, tone
and style, take clear,
paraphrased notes, identify the
purpose in academic readings,
and understand specialized
articles and long, complex
factual and literary texts of an
unfamiliar nature

TOEFL – Reading and Listening TOEFL – Speaking and Writing

You can understand unfamiliar academic vocabulary using
context and word parts, determine main ideas and details,
infer information, paraphrase sentences, quickly locate
specific information, quickly determine main idea, create
categories and classifications for information, understand
the order and relationship of ideas, and demonstrate
effective use of note taking strategies

You can produce language with a high degree of
grammatical accuracy, clearly state topic and explain
main ideas with support, details and examples,
summarize and paraphrase passages, use transitions
to connect ideas, demonstrate note taking strategies
and evaluate and organize ideas in pre-writing,
speak fluently and clearly, and write personal and
academic essays within a given time

TOEFL iBT Preparation Class
You must score a minimum of 60 on the placement test in order to take the TOEFL class.
You may take the test only twice to determine placement in the class. In the case that you
do not meet the minimum requirement, you may request an interview with the TOEFL
teacher and the Director to assess proficiency for the class.
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TOEFL class is a demanding class. You are expected to complete all assignments and
come to all classes. Please notify the TOEFL teacher if you are not able to attend a class
so that she may give you the homework that you missed.

A major component of the TOEFL class is writing essays. These essays should be
original essays that come from you. Do not copy work from other sources, such as the
Internet or books. This is considered plagiarism and is a serious academic offense.  If you
are caught copying work from another source, you will be warned once. If it happens
again, you will be asked to leave the class.

Teacher Evaluations
At least once per semester we ask you to fill out an evaluation form on the teachers for
your classes and on the school as a whole. This is one way that we are able to make
improvements to the classes, materials, and school operations. It is very helpful to write
as much as possible on the forms and be as specific as possible. It is OK to be critical!
The evaluations are anonymous (you don’t write your name on them).

Problems, Complaints and Concerns
You may schedule a meeting any time to speak with the Director or Academic Supervisor
if you have any school-related problem or concern. They will listen carefully and do their
best to find a positive solution to the problem. AIA practices an open-door policy, so it is
always OK to come to the Director or Academic Supervisor with complaints, concerns or
problems you are having inside or outside of class.

If one of the Directors cannot solve the complaint or problem, you may contact one of the
staff members of the company that owns AIA.  His name is Stephen Manning, and he is
the Senior HR Advisor for Aston Educational Group. His e-mail address is:
smanning@astonschool.com.

You may also file a complaint against AIA to the Academy’s accrediting agency, The
Commission on English Language Accreditation (CEA) by following the instructions or
the link below:

Filing a Complaint against a CEA Accredited Program
A program or institution that is accredited by the Commission on English Language
Program Accreditation must continue to meet the CEA Standards for English Language
Programs and Institutions throughout its period of accreditation.  To ensure such
compliance, CEA provides the public the opportunity to report any evidence that the
standards are not being met.

Why to file:
An accredited program must continue to meet the CEA Standards.  Complaints may be
filed for noncompliance. An accredited program must report any substantive change that
affects its eligibility for accreditation.  Complaints may be filed for failure to report
substantive change.
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Who may file:
Students, faculty members, staff members, and others outside the program who may have
knowledge of an alleged failure by an accredited program to maintain the CEA
Standards, may file.

How to file:
An accredited site must have a copy of the CEA Standards available for public view.  If
you have a concern, ask the site for a copy.  The CEA Standards are also available at
http://cea-accredit.org/

Complaints for non-compliance with the CEA Standards must be written and signed,
must refer to a specific standard, and must document the nature of the non-compliance.
Complaints for failure to report a substantive change must be written and signed and
should explain how, in process or content, the program has substantively changed from
when it was accredited.

Adjudication of complaints:
CEA sends a copy of the complaint to the program for response.  The complaint is
adjudicated by the CEA Standards Compliance Committee, which reviews the complaint
and the program’s response.  Complaints must contain the name, address, and telephone
number of the complainant on a separate page and should be mailed to the address below.
If you have questions, please contact CEA.

Commission on English Language Program Accreditation 1001 North Fairfax Street,
Suite 630, Alexandria, VA 22314 (703) 665-3400 http://www.cea-accredit.org

Class Expectations and Behavior
All students at AIA deserve to have class in a productive and comfortable environment.
Please respect the teacher and the other students in the class. Here are some guidelines to
make sure that everyone has an enjoyable experience:

● Arrive on time. If you come late, take your seat quietly.
● Turn off your cell phone or set it on vibrate. Emergency calls are to be taken

outside of the classroom.
● Take your bathroom/tea/water breaks during the break between classes.
● Speak only English!
● Follow the teachers’ instructions.
● Do your homework.
● Participate in class.
● Do not interrupt while the teacher or another student is talking.
● Do not answer for another student.
● Do not correct other students.
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Exam-Taking Policy

1.  All phones must be turned off, and they must be out of sight. 

2.  You must keep your eyes only on your paper.  

3.  You cannot look at any other paper or notes unless your teacher says it’s OK. 

4.  You cannot leave the room during the test unless your teacher gives everyone a break. 

5.  You cannot talk to any of your classmates.

6.  You can ask the teacher questions only if you don’t understand the directions. 

Consequences for Cheating:

1.  You may receive ONE warning - the teacher will tell you to stop the behavior and may
deduct points from your test. 

2.  If you are caught cheating again, your teacher will take your test and you will receive
a 0 for the exam.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is using someone else’s words and ideas as if they were your own. It is a very
serious academic offense. Students that commit acts of plagiarism in college are often
expelled.

If you are having trouble writing an essay or other assignment for class, please ask your
teacher for help. Do not copy someone else’s work from the Internet, books, or other
resources. If you do, you will be given a warning. If you plagiarize again, you will be
withdrawn from class.

Discipline Policy
Aston International Academy reserves the right to withdraw students from classes for
violent, abusive, or inappropriate behavior. This is at the Director’s discretion.

Additionally, students may be asked to leave the class for failure to follow the teachers’
instructions, failure to participate, plagiarism, or disrupting the class. You will be given a
verbal warning first. If you continue the behavior, you will be asked to leave the class. No
refunds will be given if you are asked to leave a class.

Smoking
If you smoke, please do so at least 10 feet away from the entrance to the building. There
is no smoking inside the building.
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Austin Area Colleges and Universities

Austin Community College
1020 Grove Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78741
intadm@austincc.edu
www.austincc.edu
Phone: (512) 223.6241
Required TOEFL scores for entrance:

530 on PBT
71 on iBT

St. Edward’s University
3001 South Congress Avenue
Austin, TX 78704
seu.admit@stedwards.edu
www.stedwards.edu
Phone: 512-448-8500 or 800-555-0164
Required TOEFL scores for entrance:

500 on PBT
61 on iBT

Park University
Avallon II, Suite 100 10415 Morado Circle
Austin, TX 78759
Phone: (512) 385-PARK
AUST@park.edu
www.park.edu/austin
Required TOEFL scores for entrance:

500 on PBT
61 on iBT

Huston Tillotson University
900 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 78702
Phone: (512) 505-3000

University of Texas at Austin
International Office
Wooldridge Hall
600 West 24th Street, Austin, Texas 78705
Phone: (512) 471-1211
www.utexas.edu/international/location.shtml
Required TOEFL scores for entrance:

550 on PBT
79 on iBT (19, 19, 19, 18)

Texas State University, San Marcos
International Office
Hill House
Texas State University
601 University Drive
San Marcos, TX 78666-4616
Phone: (512) 245 7966
international@txstate.edu
www.international.txstate.edu
Required TOEFL scores for entrance:

550 PBT
78 iBT

Southwestern University
1001 E. University Avenue
Georgetown, TX 78626
Phone: (512) 863-6511
www.southwestern.edu
Required TOEFL scores for entrance:

570 on PBT
88 on iBT

www.htu.edu
Required TOEFL scores for entrance:

500 on PBT
61 on iBT
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TOEFL Waiver

Aston International Academy has an agreement with Austin Community College, a, St.
Edwards University and other university partners that allows students to transfer to an
undergraduate or graduate program without taking a TOEFL or IELTS test.

If you wish to apply to a partner college or university that offers the TOEFL waiver may
schedule an appointment to speak with the director. It is your responsibility to research
application deadlines and admissions dates; the Directors are available to support you.

In order to transfer to one of Aston’s university Pathway Partners without taking a
TOEFL or IELTS exam, in most cases you must pass all classes at the advanced level
(details may vary per partner). In addition to demonstrating language ability, you must be
a responsible student that completes homework on time, attends class regularly and is an
active participant in class.

Student Services and Support

Immigration Advising
AIA administration is available to help you with questions and support regarding your
status as an F1 student. You will be referred to an immigration attorney if AIA
administrators are not able to assist you.

Housing
AIA does not have on-campus accommodations but, at no extra cost, we are able to assist
you in finding housing. AIA updates housing prices annually.

Dormitories
Dorms are the most popular choice of housing for students at AIA. Typically you share a
room with another student, but it is also possible to have a private room. Please see the
list below for dorms close to the school. *Note: these costs are subject to change
seasonally, so check the website to confirm.

$ Goodall Wooten
Amenities: social activities, computer lab with internet, common area, sports
court, discount for Dobie Center cafeteria, month-to-month available
www.goodallwooten.com

$ The Dobie Center
Amenities: free wi-fi, fitness center, mall with food court and movie
theater, basketball and volleyball courts, cafeteria, computer lab, month-to-month
available
www.dobietwenty21.com
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$$ The Castilian
Amenities: indoor swimming pool, t.v and piano lounge, tanning beds,
free wi-fi, computer center, study lounges, laundry facilities
www.thecastilian.com

$$ University Towers
Amenities: walk-in closets, private balconies, housekeeping service,
computer lab, swimming pool, cafeteria, game room, fitness center, month-to
–month available
www.universitytowers.com

$$ Scottish Rite Dormitory (women only)
Amenities: cafeteria, fitness center with classes, library and study hall,
social activities, swimming pool,
www.srd.org

$$ Hardin House (women only)
Amenities: meal service, housekeeping, fitness rooms, T.V. and lounge
areas, cable TV, wifi or cable internet by subscription, swimming pool
www.hardinhouse.com

Apartments
Apartments that will accept international students are sometimes hard to come by. Here
are two locations that do:

University Estates at Austin
www.ueaustin.com

Mesquite Tree Apartments
2410 Longview
novyvo@aol.com (owner)

The Ballpark at Austin- student-only apartments a bus ride away from AIA
http://theballparkaustin.com/

University Village- popular with students, only a bus ride away from AIA
http://www.universityvillageaustin.com/

University Estates- furnished student apartments a bus ride away from AIA
http://www.universityestatesataustin.com/

Co-ops
A co-op is a type of housing that is owned and managed by its members, usually people
who live there. It is often cheaper than living in a dorm or apartment, but you will need to

31

http://www.thecastilian.com
http://www.universitytowers.com
http://www.srd.org
http://www.hardinhouse.com
http://www.ueaustin.com
mailto:novyvo@aol.com
http://theballparkaustin.com/
http://www.universityvillageaustin.com/
http://www.universityestatesataustin.com/


help with chores or cooking at the house. Here is a list of co-ops that are not far from the
school:

$ ICC Co ops
www.iccaustin.coop

$ College Houses
www.collegehouses.org

$ German House
http://www.dhauscoop.com/

Hostel
A hostel is a good choice for students that want to study for a short time. The hostel in
Austin offers cheap housing in a shared room.

Hostelling International Austin
http://www.hiusa.org/texas/austin/austin
(512) 444-2294

Housing Complaints
Because AIA does not operate its own housing, we are not able to address housing
complaints directly. However, the AIA will help you to speak with the appropriate people
at your accommodation to help resolve any issues you have.

Airport Pick Up
AIA can pick you up from the airport for a fee of $50. Please provide AIA with the
details of your flight 14 days prior to your arrival. AIA cannot pick you up from the
airport after 8pm.

Student Social Activities
Throughout most weeks AIA offers a social activity as a way of getting to know your
classmates and practicing English in a fun and relaxed way. Activities may include
bowling, an IMAX movie, trips to museums, canoeing, ice-skating, or going out for ice
cream. Activities are usually inexpensive and are often free! You can check the main
bulletin board for the week’s activity. Please sign your name so we know how many
people to expect. We are always open to suggestions so speak to your teacher or the
Director if you have a fun idea for a social activity. All students must sign an Activity
Waiver at the beginning of the semester.
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School Facilities and Services

Kitchen Areas
Please feel welcome to bring a lunch or drinks to school and put them in the refrigerators.
Students often eat lunch with the teachers and practice their English in a more social
setting. Coffee, water and tea are always available for you, free of charge, and it is OK to
bring drinks and snacks into the classroom. Please be sure to put your dishes in one of the
dishwashers when you are finished.

Internet and Computers
All of AIA’s classrooms are equipped with internet access.  We also offer free high-speed
wireless Internet. The network name and password are posted in every classroom.

College and Visa/Immigration Counseling
Please make an appointment with the Academic Supervisor or Academic Coordinator if
you would like assistance in applying for a college or university. We are happy to work
with you on finding the school or program of your choice and taking you through the
application process. AIA cannot guarantee or promise admission to any college or
university.

We are also available to talk with you about any questions or concerns you have
regarding your status in the United States.

Student ID’s
Student ID’s are made upon request. These ID cards can be presented upon entrance at
museums, movie theaters and some fitness organizations to receive discounted rates.  Ask
the Director or Academic Supervisor.

Health Insurance Information
Aston International Academy does not require you to have insurance. However, we
STRONGLY ENCOURAGE you to purchase a health insurance plan. If you do not have
insurance, the cost to visit a doctor or hospital or buy prescription medications in the US
is VERY expensive. It is much less expensive to purchase insurance. Also, most colleges
and universities require insurance in order to enroll.

There are many different companies and plans to choose from. There is so much
information that it can be confusing! We are happy to help you find the plan that is right
for you. Please speak to the Director if you would like assistance. Listed below are two
companies that AIA recommends. They are both accustomed to working with
international students and are able to help you by email or on the phone.

International Student Insurance ISO Student Health Insurance:
www.internationalstudentinsurance.com https://www.isoa.org/

There are many more, so please speak to the Director if you would like more options!

33

http://www.internationalstudentinsurance.com
https://www.isoa.org/


Driver’s License: How to
In order to get a driver’s license, you must take the following documents to the
Department of Motor Vehicles: your I-20 (valid for at least 6 months), a letter of
enrollment (ask the Director for this), and your passport, including your I-94 card. It is
likely you will have to pass a written test and a driving test before you can get a license.

Social Security Card
Social security cards are intended for people who have authorization to work in the U.S.
AIA offers limited employment on campus with advanced approval, but does not
authorize off campus employment. Unless you have a contract with AIA for on-campus
employment, it is not necessary for you to obtain a social security card during your
studies with us. More information can be found at this website:

http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/10181.html

All About Austin

Personal Safety
Austin is a safe city, but it is still important to be aware of your surroundings and the
local laws. If you ever find yourself in a dangerous situation, call 911 immediately.

Clinics
If you become ill during your studies here, it is possible to go to a low-cost or free clinic.
Med Springs is a clinic that serves patients on an as-needed basis. Other references are
available.

Med Springs
http://medspring.com/

The Director and Academic Supervisor can also refer you to doctors and counselors for
mental health problems.

Transportation

Buses
Austin buses are a convenient way to get around town. The name of the bus system is
Capital Metro. Their website is very helpful and has a feature called Trip Planner that can
tell you exactly how to get to your destination. Here is the link: www.capmetro.org

The current cost for one bus ride is $1.25.
One-day pass: $2.50
7-day pass: $11.25
31-day pass: $41.25.
The routes that run close to AIA are 17, 4, and 322.
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Rideshares
Rideshares are a popular option for Austinites who either do not have a car or prefer not
to drive. In order to use a rideshare, you will be required to create a profile and input
automatic payment information in a smart phone app. Some of the commonly used
rideshare options in Austin include: Uber, Lyft, Fare and Fasten.

Taxi
Taxis are also available, but are more expensive. You can call ahead to arrange a pick-up
time.

austincab.com
yellowcabaustin.com

Airport Shuttle
Austin offers a convenient airport shuttle service. They will pick you up at your residence
and bring you to the airport in plenty of time for your flight. The cost depends on how far
away from the airport you are - supershuttle.com

Food
Grocery Stores

HEB- many locations around Austin
HEB is the most common grocery store in Austin. They have a wide variety of foods,
drinks and household items at a reasonable cost.

Walmart Supercenters- many locations around Austin
Walmart Supercenter is the cheapest option for buying groceries in Austin.

Whole Foods Market- 6th and Lamar (main store)
Whole Foods sells lots or organic and natural products but is an expensive place to buy
everyday items.

M.T. Supermarket- 1901 N. Lamar Blvd.
M.T. is one of the largest Asian grocers in the nation. You can find all things Asian here,
and at a good price!

Fiesta Mart- 3909 N. IH-35 or 5510 South IH-35
Fiesta Mart is a great place to find international foods.

Central Market- 4477 S. Lamar and 4001 N. Lamar
Central Market also sells international foods, as well as lots of specialty items.

Restaurants

One of the best ways to get to know a city is to eat in it! There are too many restaurants
to list here, but we’ll name a few to get you started. Please ask any of your teachers or the
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Director for recommendations!

South Austin Trailer Park & Eatery
1311 S. 1st St.
A unique Austin dining experience! All of the food here is served out of trailers and
includes: tacos, cupcakes, hot dogs and more!

The Salt Lick
18300 FM 1826
Take a trip into the hill country and experience Texas Style BBQ!

Threadgills World Headquarters
301 West Riverside Drive
Threadgills serves great southern-style food and often has live music. They have a
famous Sunday morning Gospel Brunch.

Entertainment

Music
Austin is famous for its music! Below are some of the most famous Austin music venues:

Antone’s- eclectic
213 W. 5th St.
antones.net

The Saxon Pub- blues and country
1320 South Lamar
thesaxonpub.com

The Broken Spoke- country music and dance hall
3201 South Lamar
brokenspokeaustintx.com

The Elephant Room- jazz
315 Congress Ave.
elephantroom.com

Stubbs- rock and roll, outdoor venue and restaurant
801 Red River St.
stubbsaustin.com

Museums
These are only a few of the many museums in town.

Texas State History Museum- Includes exhibits on Texas and an IMAX theatre.

36

http://www.antones.net
http://www.thesaxonpub.com
http://www.brokenspokeaustintx.com
http://www.elephantroom.com
http://www.stubbsaustin.com


1800 Congress Ave.
thestoryoftexas.com

The Blanton Art Museum
200 East Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
blantonmuseum.org

Harry Ransom Center
300 W. 21st St.
hrc.utexas.edu

Austin Museum of Art
823 Congress Ave.
amoa.org

Things to Do
There are lots and lots of things to do in Austin. Here are just a few ideas to get you
started.

Bats
In the summer months, watch the bats fly out from under Congress Bridge in the
evenings.

Lady Bird Lake
Take a walk or bike around Lady Bird Lake, or rent a canoe or kayak!
texasrowingcenter.com

Round Rock Outlets
Shop for name brands at discounted prices at this HUGE shopping center!
4401 N. IH-35

Mt. Bonnell
Hike to the top of Mt. Bonnell for spectacular views of Austin.

Here are some great websites for more ideas:
austincityguide.com
austin360.com
yelp.com
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Grading Rubrics
CONVERSATION GRADING RUBRIC

100%-90% 89%-80% 79%-70% 69%-60% 59%-0%

Grammar

Fluency

- speed

- hesitation

Organization

- ideas clearly introduced

- logical flow

- ideas summarized

Vocabulary

- word form

- variety

- appropriateness and usage
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Content

- logically complete

- clear/focused

Pronunciation

- individual sounds

- word stress

- intonation

Interaction

- fielding questions

- responding to comments

- giving feedback

- stimulate discussions

Arguments

- concrete

- supported
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Audience Awareness

- appropriate language

- eye contact

- volume

Preparation

- research

- relevant vocabulary explained

- visual aid

Notes:

1.  Your teacher will tell you which areas you will be graded on for each assignment/exam

2.  Your teacher will average the individual grades and give you one total grade

3.  Your teacher will give you feedback/comments for each area that is graded
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WRITING GRADING RUBRIC

100%-90% 89%-80% 79%-70% 69%-60% 59%-0%

Mechanics

- spelling

- punctuation

- capitalization

Grammar

- verb tenses

- agreement

- sentence structure

- word form
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Organization

- thesis

- introduction

- body paragraphs

- conclusion

Vocabulary

- variety

- appropriateness and usage

Content

- logically complete

- clear/focused

Structural Variety/Fluency

- conjunctions

- transitions
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Notes:

1.  Your teacher will tell you which areas you will be graded on for each assignment/exam

2.  Your teacher will average the individual grades and give you one total grade

3.  Your teacher will give you feedback/comments for each area that is graded
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